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DIRECT ACTION IN MIDLANDS ON JAN 2 


RE canemcen 






The shape of things to 
come if the arms race is 
not soon halted :,a “ tact- 
ical”, field rocket leaves 
its launching  ramp.: 


s 


Major rocket base | 
demonstration planned 


LANS are well forward for a week-long major civil disobedience campaign 
at the Thor rocket base at Harrington, Northants, starting on Saturday, 


January 2. 
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HADOW on the Screen” is one of a series of Commercial Television pro- 
grammes called “ The Invisible Man.” This particular episode was the story 
of the rescue of a Russian sailor by the Invisible Man from a ship which was 
Faition 10 cents separating him from his wife and taking him forcibly back to his country. 


Every member of the crew of the ship was a party to the 
plot and the ship had a Russian name. There was much talk 


_of helping those who are fighting tyranny behind the Iron 


Curtain. “The Invisible Man” mocks the crew by -calling 
them “ comrades,” etc. 


Feeling, quite rightly, that this was propaganda disguised as. fiction, 
the Labour Peace Fellowship protested to the Independent Television 
Authority : 


“ Anything more likely or more calculated to develop ‘hostility 
towards the people of Eastern Europe it would be hard to imagine,” 
said the LPF in their letter to Sir Robert Fraser, the Head of ITA. 


“Tt might be argued that. these are pure; thriller and therefore are 
innocuous. But they are intended to be realistic and convincing— 
and in many .viewers” eyes they are doubtless so. This complaint is 
not a defence of the Soviet Government. It has been responsible for 
many wrongs. But this constant use of the Russians. as the villains is 
doing a serious disservice to peace. Looked at objectively it is a form 
—and a very effective form—of war propaganda,” the letter concluded. 


The Deputy’ Director General of | the Independent Television 
Authority replied to the LPF’s complaint: é 
' «. . We cannot bring ourselves to agree 
that ‘these television’ stories which ‘are de- 
rived from the East-West situation: have 
such serious implications as you and your 
associates’ think. In-~literature, in ‘the 
cinema, and now on television too, every 
period of international tension brings‘ its 
crop of thrillers in which the enemy of ‘the 
day is the villain. The tensions may’ pass 
into history but the stories often remain.” 


_ This defence is in two parts: 


The Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War, which is organising the pro- 
ject, announced’ this week that the aim, of 
the ‘protest will be to “enter the site and 
establish a camp on it.” i tanta’ 

“We shall demonstrate,” said the Com- 
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campaign .vigorously agairist them and all 

they stand) for.” 

_ Volunteers and groups requiring speakers 

on the subject are asked to contact the 

Committee at 344 Seven Sisters Road, 

London, N.4 (STAmford Hill 7062), 
Further details of the demonstration, 


1. These stories do not have a serious 
effect. , 

“2. This type of story is an old-established 
form. i 

It is worth looking at the two reasons 
carefullv at 





AN EDITORIAL 


” 


implications...” The.words in. italics are 
the crucial phrase here. .No-explanation is 
offered as to why the ITA: cannot. bring 
itself to accept that the programmes have a 
serious effect. We are left. to. guess the 
reasons. 


’ The second reason amounts to “ even if 
it is a sin, it is an old established form of 
sin—so. what the hell.” 


| Smooth phrases 


The letter, of ‘course, is littered with 
smooth phrases which’ acknowledge the 
ITA’s responsibility to the public and thank 
the LPF for letting the Authority know of 
its views. In essence, it is nothing more 
than a skilled evasion of a serious complaint 
—the kind of. evasion that has become a 
familiar part of the ITA’s activities. 


Behind the smooth phrases and: the re- 
spectable’ spokesmen there is an immense 
industry, making an: immense. profit every 
year (a licence to start:a commercial tele- 
vision service is the same as a licence to 
print money, as one. prominent television 
figure said). And the profit is made by 
exploiting some of the worst human values. 
The most popular television programmes are 
“Westerns” and quiz shows; programmes 
which exploit. violence or greed’ and get- 
tich-quick attitudes. 


We do not conclude from this that com- 


Major rocket Ddase 
demonstration planned 


LANS are well forward for a week- long major civil disobedience campaign 
at the Thor rocket base at Harrington, Northants, starting on Saturday, 


January 2. 

The Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War, which is organising the pro- 
ject; announced’ this week that the aim, of 
the protest will be to “enter the site and 
establish a camp:on it.” i oat 

‘S We shall demonstrate,” said the Com- 
mittee, “that this: piece of ground should 
never have been turned into a Thor rocket 
site. We shall attempt to ‘ reclaim” it for 
peaceful uses.” 

This plan’ represents a contrast to the 
demonstrations at Swaffham last December 
when the aim was to block the entrance to 
the rocket site. 


Construction of the base at Harrington 
has been completed, and with little traffic 
going. in an out of the site it has. been 
decided that an. attempted blockage would 
be ineffective. 


Among early preparations for. the project 
are ‘a public debate on direct action 
methods, and a two-day discussion in 
London on December 19-20 for volunteers. 

_. The debate will be in the Conway Hall, 
London, on Thursday, December 10. At 
7.30 p.m. the following motion will be pro- 
posed by Dr, Alex Comfort and seconded 
by April Carter: 

“ This house believes that constitutional 
methods will not: win’ the’ campaign 
against nuclear. weapons: Direct, Action 
is the way forward. pee 
The motion will be opposed ‘by Dr David 

Pitt (Hampstead Labour Candidate) and 

‘John Rankin, M.P. 

_ During the summer the Direct Action 
Committee, in conjunction with members of 
six local Campaign for ‘Nuclear Disarma- 
ment groups, and supporters all over the 
country, carried out an-intensive two-month 
“campaign against the five Thor rocket sites 
in the East Midlands. 

“The Thor rocket bases,” the Direct 
Action Committee stated recently, “ are 
probably the most potent symbol of 
nuclear war preparation. 

“A number of these sites have now. been 
completed in East Anglia, the Midlands, 
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. But, built or 
not, we must not simply allow the public 
“to accept the bases. We must continue ’to 


campaign , vigorously against’ them and all 
they stand for.” ’ 

p Volunteers and groups requiring speakers 
on the subject are asked to contact the 
Committee at 344 Seven Sisters Road, 
London, N. 4 (STAmford Hill 7062), 

' Further details of the demonstration, 
which will ‘be non-violent throughout, will 
appear in Peace News next week, 


rived from the East-West situation: have 
such serious implications as you and your 
associates’ think. ‘In-“‘literature, in ‘the 
cinema, and now on television too, every 
period of international tension brings’ its 
crop of thrillers in which the enemy of ‘the 
day is the villain. The tensions may: pass 
into history but the stories often remain.’ 


_ This defence is in two parts : 

i Titese stories do not have a serious 
effect. 
“2. This type of story is an old-estabishicd 
form. 

Tt is worth looking at the two reasons 
carefullv 


“We cannot bring ourselves to agree that 
these television stories . . . have such serious 








OVER 60 PER CENT OF U.S. TAXES. 
FOR WAR 


the happens to your tax dollar?” asks the November issue’ of the 
Washington Newsletter of the Friends Committee on National Legislation. 


It goes on to give the following 
answers. In 1959 the US Congress 
appropriated more than $82,000,000,000 
for Governmental - expenditures, or 
$465 for every man, woman and child 
in the country. 

The sum, says the Newsletter, if trans- 
lated intg, dollars laid end to end, “ would 
make moré than 32 round trips’ to ‘ the 
moon.” 

* Of this, $51,600,000,000 ($291 per capita) 
is allocated to 4 defence and Netepans’ 
affairs.” : 

Interest on “thé public debt, which is pre- 
dominantly war debt, is estimated at 
$9,000,000,000. 


U.N. FILMS 


rpHE first full- ‘length feature film pro- 


duced by. the | United ‘Nations, 
“ Power Among Men,” will be. given a 
special performance in London on 
Monday. 

All’ proceeds | from the show at the 
Festival Hall will go to refugees as part of 
the British Committee’s Appeal for World 
Refugee Year. © 

The programme, which starts at 8 p.m., 
will also include the world premiere of a 
short, topical documentary film on refugees 
entitled “The Camp,” with a commentary 
spoken, by Ingrid Bergman. 


“FOOTNOTE: 


‘budget of about 


Items of military waste which were 
brought to light during ‘the year, “but. re- 
eeived little ‘ publicity,” included : 


@ ‘Private contractors overcharging the 
Air Force $30,000,000 on 14 contracts, as 
reported by Representative F.’ Edward 
Hebert on’ June 3. . 


@® The Department of Defence’ last year 
selling abouit. $6,000,000,000. of, surplus 
property for. about $200,000,000, as. re- 
ported by Senator. Douglas on April 28. 
@ The Defence Department spending 
$200,000,000 on two chemical plants and 
then closing them without turning out a 
gallon’ of fuel, as reported, by the House 
- Committee on Science and Astronautics. 
Other facts quoted by the Newsletter: 


1. The $250,000,000 ICBM base at Omaha 
would pay for the one and a half’ mile long 


‘New Dalles (Oregon) dam. ° 


- 2."A $150,000,000° prototype, the B-70 
Valkyrie: jet ‘bomber, would pay for 37 new 
school buildings at $4,000,000 each. 

3. A single $1,200,000 Jupiter missile 
would pay for 60 homes at $20,000 each.. 


‘On Monday President Eisen- 
hower agreed in principle to a “ defence” 
$41,000,000,000 (about 
£14,500,000,000) for the fiscal year 1961, 
which begins next July. The decision was 


taken in the trophy room of the Augusta 


National Golf Club. 


—the kind of. evasion that has become a 
familiar part of the ITA’s activities. 


Behind the smooth phrases and the re- 
spectable spokesmen there is an immense 
industry making an: immense. profit ‘every 
year (a licence to start:.a commercial tele- 
vision service is the same as a licence to 
print. money, as one. prominent television 
figure said). And the profit is made by 
exploiting some of the worst human values. 
The most popular television programmes are 
“Westerns” and quiz shows; programmes 
which exploit violence or greed’ and get- 
rich-quick attitudes. 


We do not conclude from: this that com- 
mercial television ‘is making people’ moronic 
idiots. People are more complex and tough 
than this picture allows. What seems to be 
happening is that ugly values—which have 
been a feature of our society for a long 
time—are given the maximum possible en- 
couragement by television and the Press. 
And even if we assume that television has 
no harmful effects, the waste of a medium 
with immense potentialities for genuine 
entertainment and education is a tragedy. 


Fortunately, according to a recent Daily 
Mail enquiry, there are signs that the “ cap- 
tive audience” is revolting. The kind of 
protest that the LPF made in the case of 
“Shadow on the Screen,” if it.were fol- 
lowed up by many people and. organisa- 
tions, could help to make the revolt signi- 
ficant. 


It is very important that this revolt should 
be significant now that the question of 
establishing a third TV channel is coming 
up. Let us at least not silently'say yes to a 
further extension. of commercial television 
and its rotten values. : ( 





Student support. for 
War on Want 


pe at the London School of 


Economics have established a rapidly- 
growing “War on Want Society” and 
organised a “ weekly starvation lunch” of 
rice and curry. 


There were 76 members at a recent lunch 
reports the Beaver, the student: journal, 


“In addition to supporting the movement 
and enjoying the meal, it is also quicker 
to get your food from the War on Want 
Society on Mondays than to queue for it 
in the Refectory,” says the Beaver, 
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The Screen’s new 


fashion 


in war 


Alan Lovell reviews the filin 


Yesterday’s Enemy, 


Columbia Pictures Corporation Ltd. 


On general release. 


MPHE early nineteen-fifties saw a tremendous vogue for war films in Britain. 
Whatever the subject, as long as it dealt with some aspect of the war, the 


film would make money at the box-office, 
over the River Kwai, the trend is the opposite 


Both kinds of films have been equally 
false. The war films glamorised and, roman- 
-ticised the horrible. 
process by which 
every 20 years or so 
millions sof human 
beings set out to 
destroy each other. 
- .The anti-war. films 
make a token pro- 

«test against this pro- 
_ cess but never push 

their protest very far 
and usually end by 
glorifying just those 
values that make 
_war possible. 


“Yes ter day’s 
Enemy” is a -good 
example: of the cur- 
rent anti-war trend. 

“S Its obviously sincere 
‘(though muddled) script deals with a patrol 
of British soldiers who are lost somewhere 
in thé Japanese lines..Coming on a village 





Stanley Baker 


'* they ‘surprise’ some: Japanese, killing ‘all but’ ’ 


one. ‘This man they ‘suspect has valuable 
information’ about the Japanese. He is stub- 
‘born and refuses to give the ‘information. 
_ The officer commanding threatens to shoot 


_ Brian Cooper reviews 


THE considerable extent to which in- 
'.. dividual Christians and the Church 
‘corporate have been involved .in the 

political life of Britain over the cen- 

turies has undoubtedly been a_ key 
element moulding our historical ‘deve- 


ment. ' es 
The. result... was » not... alwa've’) socially. .un- 





way; anti-war films are in fashion. 


the man, but he still remains dumb. To 
show how much he. is in earnest the officer 
takes two of the innocent villagers and 
shoots them, despite the protests of some of 
his own men.. This persuades the man to 
talk. But.the soldiers never get a chance to 
pass their information on to headquarters. 
By the end of the film they have all been 
killed by the Japanese, 


@ 

The script’s weakness is that the officer 
who is responsible for the shooting of the 
two innocent villagers is a very masterful 
man who commands sympathy just by the 
authority with which he goes about his 
work. And the people who Oppose him, a 
padre and a journalist, are presented as 
weak fuzzy people who, mouth rather con. 
ventional. moral sentiments with no great 
confidence, ¢ 


Despite these weaknesses, I am sure that 
the’ script could have been made into a film 
with some point. That, it has not been is 
the fault of the apparatus that is behind the 
making of most British films. First, the star 
system. ' The best part is that of the brutal 
officer,‘ so. the _ film’s star, Stanley Baker, 
plays it. Now, by the rules 


‘ that govern the 
film industry, no star can be completely 


“unpleasant at wouldn’t go down well 





the contribution of bourgeois philanthropy, 
inspired by evangelical religion, be denied, 
nor the massive prophetic achievement of 
Liberal Nonconformity, For this, in Britain 
at least, is the Christian heritage in politics; 
the question is, where next? 


It is the purpose of George Thomas’s 
“ The Christian Heritage in Politics” to de- 


Now, with. the success of Bridge ,. 





among the fans”), so Stanley Baker is 


allowed to play the part with much more 


sympathy than it deserves, ,. Since the star 
must also dominate the film, Baker is 
allowed to emphasise the masterfulness of 
the character, The final result is that the 
part is played in a completely opposite way 
to the demands of the script: One ‘feels 
that the officer would be a good man to 


have ‘around in a crisis, * 

Tt also seems necessary for.-British films, 
to..use a few familiar character, actors in 
almost every film. In this film one can 
see very plainly a disastrous result of’ this 
habit. Guy Rolfe, who is normally seen 
as a Mayfair lay-about in. the British cinema, 
plays the padre. Since Rolfe brings the 
same Mayfair manner to this part as he 
does to all the others, thé padre is a quite 


ISTIAN HERITAGE IN POLITICS * 


politician surveys the international scene. 
‘It is here that the new réle of. the. West 
dovetails with the new missionary task. of 
the Church overseas—it is the Christian 
agriculturalist,’ or university lecturer, or 
engineer, who, is now the proper “ evan- 
gelist ”’ of Western Christendom to Asia and 
Africa. . It is one. of the most important 


- Photos: Columbia’ Pictures 


incredible character—anti-war! It’s hard’ to 
believe that this particular padre would be 
even anti-martini. aia 
The film is directed by another familiar 
name from the underworld of the British 
cinema, Val Guest. ‘He treats this film as. if 
it were a routine thriller, The emphasis all 
the time is on the excitement of men fight- 
ing and pursuing each other. \ The. crucial 
scene in the film when the two Villagers are 
executed, which, to, make, a real impact, 
should .be taken very slowly: and ‘shown. in 
detail,, is treated very  perfunctorily ‘and 
makes no real point: eo 
''The result of allthis’ is a film ‘which occa- 
sionally mouths anti-war sentiments _but 
which is basically a, war. film oof “the’sold 
familiar British kind. 








. You ‘only ‘need -to 
compare it with Stanley Kubrick’s “ Paths 
of Glory a false it is. 
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of ‘widespread critical discussion basic to 
any healthy democracy, ‘and the employ- 
ment of youth at its most formative years 
in colonial repression and chauvinistic ‘ad- 
ventures is a quicksand foundation’ for 
future inter-racial harmony and _ inter- 
national: understanding. — : 
a a i a a a 
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The officer _ commanding threatens to. shoot ~ 


SAA wr eae pew see 





Brian Cooper reviews 
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same Maytair manner to this part as he 
does to all the others, the padre is a . qene 






compare it with Stanley Kubrick’s “ Paths 
of Glory ” to, see how false it is. 





econ CHRISTIAN HERITAGE: IN POLITICS * 


‘HE considerable extent to which in- 


dividual Christians and the Church 
corporate have .been involved .in the 
political life of Britain over the cen- 
turies has undoubtedly been a_ key 
element moulding our historical deve- 
ment. 
The result was not always’ socially up- 
lifting: “ambition and_ prestige’ blurred: the 
vision of the Incarnate Christ redeeming 
common humanity, and too frequently estab- 
lished religious authority was found allied 
with the forces of political reaction. . Yet 
darkness could not comprehend the light; in 
‘men like Becket and Langton focussed the 
resistance of the medieval Church to abso- 
lute monarchy; from the hearts. of the 
people. themselves there sprang a_ native 
tradition of Christian radicalism running 
through John Ball to the Diggers, on to the 
Chartist churches‘ and Christian Socialism, 
-to the 20th century witness of men like 
Lansbury and. Stafford Cripps. Nor also can 


*The Christian: Heritage in Politics, 
George Thomas. Epworth, 8s, 6d. 


by 
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the contribution of bourgeois philanthropy, 
inspired by evangelical religion, be denied, 
nor the massive prophetic achievement of 
Liberal Nonconformity. For this, in Britain 
at least, is the Christian heritage in politics; 
the question is, where next? 


It is the purpose of George Thomas’s 

“The Christian Heritage in Politics” to de- 
lineate an answer, in terms of confronting 
the | political realities of the present and 
forséseeable future with the truths of Christ, 
The author writes with the authority of a 
practising politician who is also an active 
Christian layman: George Thomas has been 
a Labour MP for Cardiff constituency since 
1945, and is well known both as a Metho- 
dist lay preacher and as a pacifist.’ 
, The author sees the law of divine love 
and the derivative impulse for the Christian 
to serve his fellows as the basis and sole 
motivation for all Christian witness in the 
political arena. Today such a witness has 
to be exercised in a_ highly secularised 
society, one increasingly geared to the pur- 
suit of material ends on a mass scale, yet at 
the same time one experiencing frustration, 
neurosis and a breakdown of community at 
so: many areas of. living, and therefore 
desperately needing a healing Christian min- 
istry as much through the politician as 
throug the preacher. 


* 


It is at this point that the author’s con- 
cern for the future of the Welfare State— 
founded on Christian ideals of social right- 
eousness but now increasingly projected in 
terms, of humanistic expediency—is most 
pressing, “Our peril now is that what was 
established for Christian reasons has to be 
maintained (Sia an increasingly | secular 
society.” 

The advent’ of. social security for the 
majority. at home and the  Afro-Asian 


_.emergence abroad together demand a fuller 
‘understanding and implementation of the 


world-wide ‘Christian vision in  twentieth- 
century terms: understanding and tolerance 
between different races and colours, the: in- 
dependence’ of subject peoples: from colonial 
control, massive aid programmes for the 
sake of the backward regions of the globe— 
these are clearly priorities as the Christian 


politician surveys the international scene. 
“It is here that the new réle of. the. West 
dovetails with .the: new missionary task of 
the Church overseas—it is the Christian 
agriculturalist,'.or university lecturer, or 
engineer, who. is now the proper ,“ evan- 
gelist ” of Western Christendom to Asia and 
Africa. It is one of the most important 
tasks of the Christian in. politics today to 
see that the work of these “ new evangelists” 
is complemented—4and ‘not contradicted—-by 
the colonial and foreign policies of govern- 
ments id the West. 


* 


All the glib chatter about ‘ defeating 
Communism with a superior faith ” only be- 
comes meaningful as Christianity is thus put 
into global action at these individual and 
national levels—-but for the Christian the 
defeat of Communism is no worthy ‘motive 
for such action. We must act simply be- 
cause the love of God equally to all races 
of men demands it, and because at this era 
—when “‘the greatest evils we contend with 
are world hunger, disease and illiteracy,”— 
these crying needs of humanity are infinitely 
more pressing than the blaring claims of 
rival political systems, 

Yet the kind of response made by the so- 


calléd Christian democracies of the West ' 


will have its effect on their internal political 
systems, for as the author elsewhere points 
out in affirming his belief in the value to 
human personality of the democratic way, 
true democracy in the West, can only sur- 
vive if its derivatively Christian basis is re- 
affirmed, \ : { 


In fact, the ‘trend has been in the very’ 


opposite direction, and the quality of our 
democratic life has suffered accordingly. In 
some particularly useful pages on the theme 
“The Background to Our Witness,” Mr. 
Thomas declares that among many young 
people today there is suspicion and cynicism 
towards. politics, and a widespread aversion 
to political commitment. The militarisation 
of youth for the past two decades is a con- 
tributive factor to this contemporary 
malaise, sin} 

The author could have gone further: to 
train a whole generation to obedience to 
command is derogatory to the development 


of ‘widespread critical discussion basic to 
any healthy democracy, ‘and the employ- 
ment of youth at its most formative years 
in colonial repression and chauvinistic ‘ad- 
ventures is a quicksand foundation’ for 
future’ inter-racial harmony and _inter- 
national: understanding. — 

To the author the task of the pacifist in 
Parliament “is to serve as a reminder to the 
nation that an alternative way is waiting to 
be tried.” Only the realism of Christian 
love can vaporise the mirage of nuclear 
“security ’—but the electorate is not yet 
ready. The pacifist politician “ must wait 
for the Church to move the heart of the 
community to condition the nation for the 
daring policy of brotherhood.” 

Apparently the Church is not yet ready, 
either; it is at this point that the tragedy of 
the non-pacifist Church is seen at its deepest. 
We need not only more Christians in 
politics, but more politicians in the Church. 
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;>——By Sybil Morrison 


THE CRIME 
OF WAR 


se tsaeeenonciagrreromemennn. 4 





If we disarm ‘then any aggressor can . 


just walk in... After all. you (pacifists) 
believe the police should be armed with 
truncheons. for the purpose of keeping 
law and, erder——Hyde Park Questioner., 
Nov, 15, 1959. 


HIS is a -question that sy y ?Spedkel 

“advocating: unilateral disarmament 
will expect to meet at some time or 
another, and it is usually phrased in the 
same words and based’ on the 
assumptions. 


‘There are two basi¢ assumptions under: ' 


lying it: one is that there aré nations in 
the world which are deliberately aggressive, 
and the other is that there is an analogy 
between the police force in’ this country and 
its armies, navies and air force. 


The second assumption is, of course, a 
false one, since there is no analogy at all 
between the policeman and the soldier. The 
policeman is certainly armed with a weapon 
that in given conditions could be a lethal 
one, and he is, of course, in the last resort 
supported by the military forces. Never- 
theless, in this country, ‘his job is to arrest 
the criminal, or suspected criminal, and to 
bring him before a court where it will be 
decided, with as much justice as possible, 
whether he is, or is not, guilty, and if guilty 
what penalty he should pay. 

The soldier, on the contrary, is organised 
to kill people who are perfectly innocent of 
any crime, in order, if he is victorious, and 
only if he is victorious, that his country may 
decide upon the penalties to be paid, not 
necessarily by criminals, but by the defeated 
nation. If he is himself defeated then his 
country will pay the penalty of occupation 
and loss of freedom, and the question of 
justice does not arise. 


* 


This brings us to ‘the first assumption, 
which is that a nation can be equated with 
a criminal. In this respect it is Hitler who 
still looms largest as the prime example of 
a criminal whose crimes could be prevented 
only by war. It is forgotten that there was 
no decision to go to war in order to prevent 
the crimes of imprisonment without’ trial, 
concentration camps, torture and persecu- 
tion of the Jews; the decision to make war 
upon Hitler’s Germany was taken only 


-Bench._ battles 
reason for ,this is the sterile manner in 


same 





Not answer: eles 
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NE can have considerable sympathy with Rernarl ‘aan who gave up 


writing his famous “ Taper ” 


column on Parliament in the Spectator because 


the new House of Commons was going to be'so dull. 


But, of course}, there has always been 
plenty . of dulliéss “once. the Front 
are , forgotten. One 


which information is denied to Mem- 


.bers by Ministers 


A splendid example of how to," answer ”” 

a question: was given in a-written answer on 
November 11, It is worth quoting in full: 
Mr, Warbey asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to. what extent 
the French programme for the manufac- 


ture of atomic weapons ‘has been approved. 


‘by the Council of Western European 
Union in accordance with the amended 
Brussels Treaty. 

Mr. R. Allan: French atomic weapons 
are not yet in effective production, There 
is, therefore, no question of reference to 
the Western European Union. 

Note the “therefore,” which might be 
thought to indicate logic, The question of 
the French atomic programme does not arise 
because the weapons are not yet in effective 
production! Perhaps this indicates a new 
honesty in admitting that the military never 
look ahead ? 

Another reply to Mr. Warbey, from Mr. 
Watkinson, the new Minister of Defence, 
was even worse. 

Mr. Warbey asked him “ what would be 
the estimated saving in defence expenditure 
if Great Britain were to abandon the 
strategy of the massive nuclear deterrent.” 

The reply: “It would not be practicable 
to supply the hon. Member with the figures 
he requires.” 

And so our stage-managed democracy 
goes on. One hopes that these sorts of 
statements in Parliament will help raise 
doubts in the minds of those who glibly 
assume that progress lies through the cap- 
ture of power. 

The Government hase the facts and the 
“responsible ” Opposition “ can’t” form a 
policy until all the facts are available! See 
you at the next rocket base demonstra- 
Hon ws. 


Making connections 


OETRY, the novel, medicine, bio- 
logy, psychology, political satire 
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It.is worth. spending‘ 3s. 6d. on The Lon- 
don ‘Magazinté just to read this article alone. 


New Left—I 


NE of the most significant Riga 

in Britain to come out of the 

political ferment provoked by Hungary and 

Suez was the Universities and Left Review 
magazine, 

For the first time in many years here was 

a socialist journal which managed to escape 

both the evasive compromises of the official 





Stuart Hall 


Labour Party and the tired pieties of the 
Bevanites, Victory for Socialism, etc. 

The journal soon established its position 
that socialism was about more than higher 
wages and better living conditions (im- 
portant as these are), that any serious 
politics must ask questions about the 
quality of life generally. 


The seventh and last issue of the maga- 
zine has just been published. It contains 
articles on “NATO, the Bomb~ and 
Socialism,” by Peter Sedgwick, “Absolute 
Beginnings,” an article about British young 
people, by Stuart Hall, and an evaluation 
of John Osborne’s plays by Graham Martin 
(who reviewed the Penguin Playwrights in 
last week’s PN). 
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“T ‘CANNOT help but 

~ feel,” writes one of 
our readers, “that much 
of the money and energy 
has been diverted to the 
Nuclear Disarmament 
Campaign—no doubt with 
the best of intentions, but 
inevitably. to..some. extent 
to the. detriment of the PN Fund. , 


“Team: afraid it is’ quite a time since I 
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‘sent a contribution; my reasons for lagging 


behind’ can be stated quite simply; loss ‘of 
incéme as a journalist for the duration of 
the printing dispute.” : { 


Like our. journalist reader (who ‘sent us a 


‘very welcome: £7. 10s.) we ARE worried: 


about the state of the PN Fund, And we 
are very glad indeed that he has résponded 
so generously to our appeal. i 
' But we ‘are: not worried about money 
our readers are giving to other campaigns. 
We know, from past experience, that PN 
readers are among the most generous and 
self-sacrificing people in the world—always 
finding something extra for worthwhile 
causes and campaigns as they come along. 
We know, too, that they are still giving. 

Our appeal now is for that something 
extra which we believe everyone will add 
to their giving—something extra for PN at 
a time of serious need. The position is. this : 
we need £1,600 by January 31 whereas at 
this time last year we needed only £580, 
having already raised £1,420. This year our 
total need for the Fund is more: £2,500. 

We are happy that our friends have pro- 
vided the money—over £8,000—that has 
enabled us to open our new premises free 
of debt and ready for the paper’s work in 
the years to come. 

Yes. We are counting our blessings, But 
we are relying on you to tackle the deficit 
facing the PN Fund, The need is urgent. 


THE EDITOR. 
Total since Feb, 1, 1959: £891 10s, 8d. 
Still needed : £1,600, 


Please make cheques, etc.,. payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 








becoming rather respectable—even the posh 
Papers wrote about it—perhaps it was a 
good time for it to disappear.” 


New Left—Il 


M GUY MOLLET, Secretary- 
° General of the French Socialist 
Party, has expressed “ open ‘admiration ” for 


decide upon the penalties to be paid, not 
necessarily by criminals, but by the defeated 
nation. If he is himself defeated then his 
country will pay the penalty of occupation 
and loss of freedom, and the question of 
justice does not arise. 


* 


This brings us to the first assumption, 
which is that a nation can be equated with 
a criminal. In this respect it is Hitler who 
still looms largest as the prime example of 
a criminal whose crimes could be prevented 
only by war. It is forgotten that there was 
no decision to go to war in order to prevent 
the crimes of imprisonment without trial, 
concentration camps, torture and persecu- 
tion of the Jews; the decision to make war 
upon Hitler’s Germany was taken only 
when it appeared that Europe might come 
under his domination. : 

-War then became inevitable, but let us 
not deceive ourselves that the Nazis were 
brought to Nuremburg by the equivalent of 
police arrest. Unless the policeman’s way 
of arresting a criminal entails attacking the 
criminal’s wife and children and destroying 
his home first there is no analogy here; in 
fact, in war millions of people are organised 
to kill millions of other people, all perfectly 
innocent of aggressive intention with the 
almost certain possibility that the true 
causes will never be revealed. 

Resort to war is a gamble, based not 
upon decisions in courts of law as to who 
is in the right, or who in the wrong, but 
upon who is the strongest. It is often 
argued that no one would leave his door 
unlocked for any burglar to walk in, as 
though locked doors kept burglars out. The 
truth is that criminals are not prevented by 
locked doors, nor are they deterred by the 
remembrance of the policeman’s truncheon, 
and the right of the courts to sentence him 
to death or imprisonment. 

It is well to remember that Hitler was 
thrown up by the policies adopted as the 
direct consequence of a war, and that there 
were important statesmen and leaders in 
this country who believed that he would 
raise Germany from the ruin brought about 
by their own insane policies, to stand be- 
tween Britain and Communist Russia, and 
who helped to arm him, and even praised 
him. 

The crime of war is still excused and 
condoned, and all nations must stand 
arraigned before that indictment. The truth 
is that an unarmed nation is less likely than 
is commonly supposed to invite injury since 
by its very nature it offers no injury to any 
other. In any case, war has failed to do 
anything other than produce more wars; 
clearly faith in the moral strength of a 
nation disarmed must replace the outworn 
belief that security can be found through 
evil and violence. 


The reply: “It would not. be practicable 
to supply the hon. Member with the figures 
he requires.” 

And so our. stage-managed democracy 
goes on. One hopes that these sorts of 
statements in Parliament will help. raise 
doubts in the minds of those who glibly 
assume that progress lies through the cap- 
ture of power. 

The Government hides the facts and the 
“responsible ” Opposition “can’t”? form a 
policy until all the facts are available! See 
you at the next rocket base demonstra- 
tion 4; 


Making connections 


OETRY, the novel, medicine, bio- 

j logy, psychology, political satire 

—Alex Comfort, as many PN readers will 
know, is at home in all these fields. 

His latest display of versatility can’ be 
seen in The London Magazine, the literary 
monthly. In a contribution to “Mood of 
the Month,” one of the London Magazine’s 
regular features, he discusses a_ recently 
issued book on Hindu erotic sculpture. 

His discussion contains many pertinent 
comments on the place of sex in our art 
and society, His argument is too closely 
reasoned for me to summarise but let me 
quote one or two of the more thought- 
provoking things he says: 

“The appeal of literary and artistic 
representations of sexual activity is only 
confined to the ‘ corrupt’ or their modern 
cousins, the ‘immature,’ if human beings 
generally are corrupt and immature. 
Large numbers of people want it (if they 
did not, such energy would not have been 
spent prohibiting it) for reasons as 
honourable as those which make hunters 
read the novels of Surtees—plus one 
other, its power to produce psycho- 
physical excitement directly. This is the 
factor the prohibitors emphasise, because 
they are upset by their own response to 
it—they represent it as socially dangerous 
and artistically unworthy, preferring art 
to exploit the only other theme which 
gives an equally strong physical reaction, 
namely violence, Love is. corrupting, 
shameful and dangerous—violence _ is 
wholesome and cathartic, besides , being 
politically useful.” 

Alex Comfort concludes his article by 
remarking: “More significantly, too, for 
our generation psychoanalysis suggests that 
the erotic interest in life is the most likely 
preservative of our current will to hit back 
at the devotees of the Goddess’s other face, 
who are working with such unflagging zeal 
to celebrate Death finally, and at our 
expense... 
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Labour Party and the tired pieties of the 
Bevanites, Victory for Socialism, etc. 

The journal soon established its position 
that socialism was about more than higher 
wages and better living conditions (im- 
portant as these are), that any serious 
politics must ask questions about the 
quality of life generally. 


The seventh and last issue of the maga- 
zine has just been published. It contains 
articles on “NATO, the Bomb— and 
Socialism,” by Peter Sedgwick, “Absolute 
Beginnings,” an article about British young 
people, by Stuart Hall, and an evaluation 
of John Osborne’s plays by Graham Martin 
(who reviewed the Penguin Playwrights in 
last week’s PN). 

The magazine is now to merge. with the 
New Reasoner in the New Left Review, 
which, under the editorship of Stuart Hall, 
will appear bi-monthly from December 
(enquiries to the Business Manager at 7, 
Carlisle St., London, W.1). 

Although the new magazine should be an 
improvement on both the old ‘ones, Alan 
Lovell, who is on the editorial board of 
ULR, tells me that he is rather sad about 
its disappearance. 

Having been associated with the maga- 
zine since it was first produced in a dingy 
Oxford kitchen, he says that it is rather 
like saying good-bye to a part of oneself. 
“Though, since that particular part was 


Eee YCaES TO COMIC, 

Yes. We are counting our blessings, But 
we are relying on you to tackle the deficit 
facing the PN Fund, The need is urgent. 

THE EDITOR. 

Total since Feb. 1, 1959: £891 10s. 8d. 

Still needed : £1,600. 


Please make cheques, etc.,. payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5, Caledonian Rd. London, N.1. 
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becoming rather respectable—even the posh 
papers wrote about it—perhaps it was. a 
good time for it to disappear.” 


New Left—Il : 
M GUY MOLLET, Secretary- 
° General of the French Socialist 
Party, has expressed “ open ‘admiration,” for 
General de Gaulle “on most counts, par- 
ticularly. for his Algerian policy,” The 
Times’ Paris correspondent reported on 

November 8. f 

Writing in the final article of a Series 
about the General in “Le Populaire ” (the 
Party’s own newspaper !), M, Mollet asked 
what would be the fate of Algeria, the Com- 
munity and France’s international position 
if the General suddenly became unable to 
continue the conduct of affairs. 
“What abysses France would tumble 
down into! The higher the mountain, the 


farther the fall.” 
—Phyz 
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A. SVUAR announce: 
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Special low-cost insurance for all abstainer drivers 
Motorists who are wise enough. not to drink can 
now benefit financially by obtaining their insur- 
ance from Ansvar, who are able to offer. very 


favourable rates because they restrict their policy 
holders to abstainers only. 
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To ANSVAR INSURANCE CO., LTD. (Dept. PN.I) 


BENEFITS INCLUDE : 
%& Reduced premiums 


2 WHITE LION COURT, CORNHILL, E.C.3 


I am an abstainer, 





* 


50% ‘no claim’ bonuses 


Please send full particulars of 
your special Insurance benefits for motorists. * 


Special discounts for mem- 
bers of Temperance Organ- 
isations 


If you are a totally abstaining 
driver fill in the coupon now. 
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_MILITARY VIEWS" 


A NEW. decision ‘by Mr, Harold Watkinson, the British 
Defence » Minister,»that _public; statements by officers 
| bearing on'.defence ; policy will have ‘to be cleared by 
“him in future before they are delivered has been prompted 
by a lecture given: tothe, Royal:Wnited Services Institution 
by Lt.-Gen. Sir John Cowley, Controller of ‘Munitions, 


‘Sir John :had'.maintained::that in’ a’ future! war “Unless | we 
«bring the: nuclear deterrent into play we are bound to be 
eybeaten, and if: we do bring it into play we are bound to 
ts, €Ommit:. suicide.’ Except thatiit faced ithe fact that the 
obvious effect of the use of the H+bonrb by Britain would 
be national suicide, Sir. John’s contention contained’ noth- 
ing. that had ‘ot already been. asserted in a British 


' Defence White Paper when it was declared that the choiog 5 


today lay between total peace and total war. 


Although this has been presented as a statement of the 
basis of British policy, there has never been an attempt 
to give realistic consideration to its implications; and in 

“every defence debate in the House of Commons both 
sides of the House discuss the matter as if it could be 
possible that this statement could’ be both true and not 
true at the same time. 


If Sir John Cowley’s lecture can lead to a genuine con- 
frontation of the realities by people (like Mr. John 
Strachey, who went to the lecture) whose military exper- 
tise enables them to use the trees in order to avoid seeing 
the wood, it will have been of value. 


Mr, Watkinson’s decision to keep a check henceforth on the 
public pronouncements of Service Chiefs could very well 
have come earlier. It would be useful if some way could 
be found of applying a similar check to the NATO chiefs. 
Viscount Montgomery, for instance, was very ready to 
make pronouncements on military policy, but was also 
inclined to use his very considerable lack of equipment in 
the political field as a basis for making political state- 
ments of immense importance, 


It would be:even more useful if a similar regulation could 
be applied to the US Service Chiefs. 


Cyprus policy 


CCORDING., to. present arrangements the date fixed 

upon’ which Cyprus is to become an independent com- 
munity, freed from the domination! of the British Govern- 
ment, is, February 19. We do well to remind ourselves, 
when we consider the character and weight of the 

“authoritative ” pronouncements. of our statesmen, of 
some of the things that have been said about the British 
relationship’ with Cyprus. 


Speaking three years ago.on the British occupation of 
Cyprus, Sir Anthony Eden: said: “‘ No Cyprus, no certain 
facilities. to protect our supply of oil. No oil, unemploy- 

, ment and hunger in Britain. It is as ‘simple as that.” 
Shortly afterwards it may be recalled it was equally neces- 
sary for the safeguarding of. British supplies of oil, in Sir 
Anthony’s eyes, that the Egyptians should be prevented 
from administering the Suez Canal, 


Then Sir Anthony’s Foreign Secretary, Mr, Harold Mac- 
millan; had this to say about the British relationship to 





Macmillan who: declared that there could be no basic 


, change .in,. relationship, because British sovereignty over, 


,, Cyprus, was beyond dispute, | 


422 92) oiliatiilR | modest reduction. 


. Now » we. learn that the military areith okitieet’ have been 

induced, to think again about their absolutely necessary 

, requirements'on the Island. They had demanded that 136 

square. miles’ should be completely at their disposal; As 

the Island has a land area of only 3,572 square miles, not 

all of which by any means could be brought into use ‘or 

_ cultivation, the military authorities presumably gave care- 

ful consideration to what they had to regard as absolutely 

_ necessary before they asked that one square mile in every 
26 should be handed over to them. 


However, on being asked to think again they have found 
it possible to modify their demands, If they had cut 
down the statement of their needs by one quarter there 
would be reason, I suggest, for an enquiry as to why 
they had placed their initial demands so high. We should 
hear quite a good deal about it if one of the authorities 
of the nationalised industries had been 25 per cent out 
in its estimate of needs. The cut that the military 
authorities in Cyprus have now made, however, is not 
one quarter but three quarters, Formerly assessing their 
requirements at 136 square miles they now put them at 
36 square miles. 


There are other aspects of the Cyprus situation that call 
for comment, Even on the basis of this 36 square miles 
assessment there are grave questions that arise regarding 
the future of the Island’s economy, which is likely to face 
in the future the dilemma that confronts Malta today, 


The main lesson that we should learn from the facts set out 
above, it.seems to me, however, is the need there is to 
treat the claims of both military authorities and militarist 
statesmen with unceasing scepticism, The image that is 
presented to us is a false one. These are not the beings 
of an infallible intellectual grasp that might be suggested 
by the aura. of impressiveness that the various mass media 
seek to spread around them, 


When Viscount Montgomery engages in an addlepated out- 
burst during an Election, he is not using a mind of a 
different quality from that which he has had to bring to 
bear on affairs of state, It is the same mind. 


De Gaulle’s offer... 
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«an assertive loyalty. to General de Gaulle .as | ‘President. 
. The repository. of | ‘political. principle thus becomes the 
President, and his most striking political ability lies in his 
capacity for making magisterial pronouncements that leave 
essential aspects of policy unsettled. f 


Since his proclamation: of Seatemban 16, in hich, he iaered 
. the Algerian people an opportunity; four: years hence to 
ll _ settle their own future if a cease-fire can. be achieved to- 


% is Alay, the. majority Party i in the French Parliament, has been 
ina turmoil of pressures and counter- ~pressures tending to 


a series of pronouncements designed to give as limited 
interpretation as possiblé‘to°Genéral de Gaulle’s offer, ‘ 


Thus the Prime| Minister, M. Debré, recently indicated ‘that 
the precise formulation’ of the guarantees thatthe choice 
would really bea free, one. would; rest .with, the; French 
_Government,, and jto make\;matters, plainer,, he even said 
that “on French. soil: (!): France alone would be. respon- 
‘sible for the Elections, The army will: be present; in, the 
necessary strength.” age ee 


This interpretative trend regarding the character of General 

“de Gaulle’s undertaking was then carried a stage further 
by the Minister of the Armed Forces, M, Guillaumat, 
who said that the dgreed cease-fire will have to be con- 
ditional upon’a recognition that the French authorities 
will have exclusive control of the election procedures and 
that the French army will be retained in Algeria to main- 
tain order, 


M. Guillaumat’s conditions must obviously be unacceptable 
to the FLN and also to the great number of Algerian 
people who, although they would like to be independent 
of the FLN, would also iike to be independent of France; 


FLN should aet 


T General de Gaulle’s Press Conference last week he 
concluded his comments on the Algerian position with 
the remark: “I do not know whether I have added some- 
thing to that which I have already said.” In fact, he had 
not—at least on the specific points upon which those who 
are to negotiate the cease-fire will need to get assurances. 


What he had done, however, was to make an appeal to the 
French colonists in Algeria to put behind them vain 
bitterness and vain regrets and to co-operate in making 
the best of the future that would be offered if they would 
accept that it is necessary to turn the page of history. 


He repeated also his undertakings to the FLN leaders: They 
can come to France either secretly or publicly. The 
French Ambassadors in Morocco or Tunisia will make 
arrangements; and he gives a guarantee that they can at 
any moment leave France and return to the place they 
have come from in full liberty. 

It is probable that there have already been some kind of 
‘approaches made to them on General de Gaulle’s behalf, 
and I venture to hope that they will take this undertaking 
as to their freedom and safety at its face value and use 
the opportunity to bring to a point. precisely what the 
French President has in mind when he says that the 
Algerians must be able to take part without any constraint 
in the negotiations to settle the conditions of the vote..to 
decide their future, 


It will be a decided advance when’ this matter can ‘be dis- 
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ACCORDING to present arrangements the date fixed 
upon’ which Cyprus is to become an independent com- 
munity, freed from the domination of the British Govern- 
ment, is. February 19. We do well to remind ourselves, 
when we consider the character and weight of the 
“authoritative” pronouncements of our statesmen, of 
some of the things that have been said about the British 
relationship with Cyprus. 


Speaking three years ago.on.the British occupation of 
Cyprus, Sir Anthony Eden. said: ““No Cyprus, no certain 
facilities to protect our supply of oil.: No oil, unemploy- 

ment and hunger in Britain. It is as ‘simple as that.” 
Shortly afterwards it may be recalled it was equally neces- 
sary for the safeguarding of. British supplies of oil, in Sir 
Anthony’s eyes, that the Egyptians should be prevented 
from administering the Suez Canal. 

Then Sir Anthony’s Foreign Secretary, Mr, Harold Mac- 
millan, had this to say about the British relationship to 
Cyprus: “To discharge her full responsibilities Britain 
needed not merely a base, but the possession and use of 
the whole island and its facilities.’ It was also Mr, 
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in the future the dilemma that confronts Malta today. 


The main’ lesson that we should learn from the facts set out 


above, it.seems to me, however, is the need there is to 
treat the claims of both military authorities and militarist 
statesmen with unceasing scepticism. The image that is 
presented to us is a false one, These are not the beings 
of an infallible intellectual grasp that might be suggested 
by the aura of impressiveness that the various mass media 
seek to spread around them, 


When Viscount Montgomery’ engages in an addlepated out- 


burst during an Election, he is not using a mind of a 
different quality from that which he has had to bring to 
bear on affairs of state, It is the same mind. 


De Gaulle’s offer .. ; 


MPHE menacing weakness of French politics today is that 


the dominating group, in Parliament is not founded on 
any kind of unity of principle but on an endeavour to 
further a number. of conflicting policies under cover of 
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accept that it is necessary to turn the page of history. 


He repeated also his undertakings to the FLN leaders: They 


can come to France either secretly or publicly, The 
French Ambassadors in Morocco or Tunisia will make 
arrangements; and he gives a guarantee that they can at 
any moment leave France and return to the place they 
have come from in full liberty. 


It is probable that there have already been some kind of 


approaches made to them on General de Gaulle’s behalf, 
and I venture to hope that they will take this undertaking 
as to their freedom and safety at its face value and use 
the opportunity to bring to a point precisely what the 
French President has in mind when he says that the 
Algerians must be able to take part without any constraint 
in the negotiations to settle the conditions of the vote..to 
decide their future, 


It will be a decided advance when: this matter ‘canbe :dis- 
_ cussed directly with General de Gaulle and thus taken 


out of the hands of the various ministers whose state- 
ments are mostly designed to placate the Fascist-minded 
“ultras.” 


A ‘new’ budget 

"HE US Air Force is “ fighting hard 
to retain a project to develop the 

B-70. high-altitude, high-speed * chem- 

ical bomber,’ ’’ Jack Raymond reported 

in the New York Times on Nov- 

ember 8. 


This “fighting” is in the face of the 
Eisenhower Administration’s proposed 
tighter budget ‘ guidelines” for the mili- 
tary. 

“The Pentagon is trying to. bring» the 
estimated spending figure for the next finan- 
cial year to $40,000,000,000, if possible.” 

.This would be $1,075,000,000 less than 
the estimated military spending in the 
current fiscal year, which ends on June 30, 
1960. 

The US Navy’s major programme, Ray- 
mond concluded, concerns the Polaris mis- 
sile submarine plan which would cost 
$1,900,000,000 if the original Navy proposal 
were accepted by the Department of 
Defence. 

This is more than three times the current 
$600,000,000 spending plan for these under- 
seas missile launchers. 


Hanging, gassing, shooting etc. 


FP HE need for studies on both capital 
punishment .and juvenile delin- 
quency has been emphasised by the 





UN_. General 


Social, 
Humanitarian and Cultural Committee. 


Assembly’s 


The Committee has adopted a resolution 


inviting the UN Economic and Social 
Council to “initiate” a study covering 
laws and practices relating to capital 


punishment, and the effects of the death 
penalty and its abolition on the rate of 
crime. 


‘This news was published by the UN In- 
formation Centre in London on November 
10. 


War in Greece 


PRINCE PETER of Greece lectured 

on “Greece Renascent’’ on Oct- 
ober 28 and set out the following 
figures, reported on November 4 by the 
Greek Embassy in London: 


“In the 1940-41 war roughly 100,000 
Greek lives were lost (and) 400,000 died 
from famine in 1941-42, the first two years 
of the (Nazi) occupation. One thousand 
three hundred villages were burned or 
blown up by the invaders. 


‘The Communist rebellion that followed 
liberation and lasted till 1949 cost the nation 
76,000.lives, 700,000 homeless, and 28,000 





children dragged by the Communists behind 
the iron curtain. U-boats sank 437 ships 
out of the 577 of the Greek merchant fleet.” 


Never had it so good 


BRITISH contributions in 1958-59 to 

international organisations con- 
cerned with assisting under-developed 
countries totalled £2,300,000, or .01 
per cent of the national income. 


In addition, nearly £19,000,000 was paid 
from the British sterling subscription to the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development under loans from that institu- 
tion to under-developed countries. 


The Liberal leader, Mr. Jo Grimond, was 
told this by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Mr. Amory, at Question Time in the 
House of Commons on November 10. 


Algerian war (cont.) 


OVER the past five years in the Alge- 

rian war 120,000 ‘rebels’ are 
estimated to have been killed and 
60,000 captured. 


The French have lost 10,000 killed and 
22.000 men have been wounded. Civilian 
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victims include 1,700 Europeans killed and 
12,000 Moslem dead. 


Reporting this in the News Chronicle on 
November 2, Paris correspondent John 
Tomiche added that a conservative estimate 
by the newspaper Le Monde has put the 
cost of the war to France at £2,700,000,000. 


* 


Deaths from leukaemia in England and 
Wales were 1,034 in 1939, 1,832 in 1950, 
2,394 in 1957 and 2,386 in 1958, the 
Minister of Health, Mr, Walker-Smith, 
told Mr, Maurice Edelman, MP, in a 
written answer to a Parliamentary ques- 
tion on November 16, 


In Nyasaland 459 Africans are. detained 
under Emergency Regulations, the 
Colonial Under-Secretary stated on Nov- 
ember 10 in a written answer to Parlia- 
mentary questions from Mr, Donald 
Wade, MP, and Mr. Stephen. Swingler, 
MP 


The Kenya Constitutional Conference is 


provisionally arranged to open in London 
on January 18, the Kenya Public Rela- 
tions Office in London stated on Noy- 
ember 11, 










REW YORK AREA—U.3.A.—C.O. SERVICE 
METROPOLITAN BOARD FOR CONSCIEN- 
TIOUS OBJECTORS has maintained Free Con- 
wultation Service since 1940. Telephone MAin 
53-1195 for appointment. Or, write: 80 Pierre- 
port Street, Brooklyn, 1, N.Y. 






Travelogue of an A-bomb | cemariaa HOt 


“T DIDN'T know that such pictures 
existed!” said Hans Hellmut 


Kirst when* he’ visited’ No ‘Place to: © 
it wasn Ate 


‘Hide’ in’ Munich.’ There 


called “No Place. to’ Hide”; in Ger- 


many it went under the same title as’. 
Kirst’s brilliant novel. about World War 
. Le 


ILI--‘ Keiner Kommt, Davon,”*. 
imagine the horror of atomic bombs. is 


Sone, thing; to see it.is quite another,” . 


‘orKirst is probably Getrmany’s most distin-: 
is ‘also''a 


“guished” living’ novelist.’ ‘He: 
sponsor’ of the Komitee gegen Atomriistung: 
His: ‘ability’ to imagine the horrors of nuclear 
war drove him to take this stand. One. of 
the twin aims of the four-month, seven- 
country tour which my wife Marjorie and I 
have just completed with the exhibition was 
to. impress, these horrors on people who 
could. not or would not imagine them. The 
other was to suggest to member organisa- 
tions of the European Federation against 
Nuclear Armaments a basis for constructing 
similar exhibitions in their own countries. 


Both these objectives were amply fulfilled. 


Many readers of Peace News will have 
seen. ‘‘ No Place to Hide” during its ten 
months on tour in Britain. Designed by Mr. 
and Mrs: Ronald Houghton and Mr, and 
Mrs. Clive Latimer, and realised by mem- 
bers of the Hampstead group of CND, it is 
an impressive structure of 23 panels with its 
own lighting. The eighty-odd photographs 
and diagrams include many drawn from 
Japanese publications about the attacks on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. : 


RE-DESIGNED 


Prior to the tour, the Hampstead group 
financed a substantial re-designing of the 
contents, to eliminate what applied only to 
Britain and to incorporate some new mate- 
rial (much of it from PN sources). Texts 
mounted on interchangeable cards were pre- 
pared in four languages: French, German, 
Swedish and Dutch. The Campaign had 
promised a grant for a suitable vehicle, all 
of which could not in fact be provided, and 
at the last moment the Hampstead’ group 
was compelled to purchase an ‘elderly ex- 
army truck and to face the certainty of a 
great financial loss on re-sale. 


Thanks to this and other set-backs, the 
project was almost cancelled. Fortunately, 
too many other arrangements had been 
finalised for us to withdraw. Fortunately, 
because after the first booking in Stockholm 
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“a great contri- 
‘the world. pro- 
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poopie” must have seen eee * 
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“after. the next week, ‘in’ Maimé, ‘we were 
‘followed "by ‘a’ final’ date 


invited to two showings in Denmark (at 
lhagen and Odense) in place of two 
previous bookings Whiéh! Had Weeh “éaticelled:* 
in Germany, The press again was excellent, 





and remained so: ae sie ro Part of | 


the tour, 


TV APPEARANCE 


In Geouany, NPTH was shown ‘in Fiirth 
and Munich. We had expected great things 
of Munich, as the seat of the European 
Federation, Instead . . . press coverage was 
negligible. Publicity had been minimal. 
This was a great disappointment. 


Lausanne, by contrast, was very success- 
ful. And—reassuringly—so was Lyon, our 
only date in France. We had hoped to visit 
Paris also, but French customs regulations 
compelled us to re-export the exhibition via 
the same frontier post as that at which we 
entered—to wit, Geneva. Paradoxically, this 
had nothing to do with the objective of the 
exhibition; police permission for its ,impor- 
tation was obtained in 15, minutes. Cer- 
tainly there appeared to be considerable in- 
terest in the question of atomic weapons in 
France; we were invited to appear on Lyon 
television (as reported in PN), and showed 
a number of pictures from the exhibition. 


A. brief, hastily-organised showing in 
Geneva was followed by the longest show- 
ing of the tour, in Brussels. The munici- 
pality had donated a large stand in the giant 
annual Food Fair (held in the exhibition 
halls on the 1958 World Fair site) to the 














Belgian organisation, Union, 1 Haddrale: 
Twenty-four thousand” to 25,000:.. visitors \, 
ust...have. passéd | through the exhibition 
uring ten days, and many thousands of 
signatures were collected for a ‘Petition. to, 
the: .Belgian:Government. 


© Short! stays in’ “Mons” and Gasiaeekes Went 
in aHaarloms: 
Holland. dra) Fal 


MPAé “Gtal. ‘Humber of- visitors si durhid “this 


tour must have been around 75,000; _this- 


amply fulfilled objective one. -Objective.two 
succeeded also: similar exhibitions. to 
““NPTH,” adapted to-apply to their. specific 
countries, will certainly be built in Holland 
and Sweden, and probably also in, Switzer- 
land, France and Denmark. 


An additionally noteworthy point was the 
number of invitations we received to return 
—to tour the whole of Denmark, for in- 
stance; to tour the whole of Switzerland; ‘to 


visit more towns in France, Germany and 


Belgium. 


VARIETY OF GROUPS 


The most impressive fact which remains 
in our minds after this tour is the tremend- 
ous variety of groups sponsoring anti- 
nuclear campaigns in Europe—in Sweden, 
for instance, AMSA tackles a country of 
seven millions with no more active sup- 
porters than we count on in Hampstead for 
70,000 people; in France, the prime movers 
are the Communauté de l’Arche, followers 
of Gandhian non-violence; in Belgium, it is 
the World Government movement, But they 
all share a sense of urgency, of responsi- 
bility, that truly inspires confidence, 

They hope, and we hope, that the, new 
European Federation can truly be welded 
together by actions of this kind. | Radio- 
active fall-out doesn’t recognise international 
frontiers; nor must we. 








LETTERS TO 


Che policy 


TF we look back over Campaign for 

Nuclear Disarmament policy statements 
which have been revised from time to time, 
we find it stated that the Campaign declares 
“ Britain must make it clear that whatever 
agreements | may or may not be reached, 


THE EDITOR 


Campaign colleagues to get tid of those 
words “if necessary,” and then we. shall 
really be able to “stand four square for 
nuclear disarmament by Great: Britain, un- 
conditionally,” as stated in the Executive 
statement. in CND’s. June bulletin.— 
DOROTHY H. BARASI, 45 Twyford Ave., 
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“BRUTALITY IN. . 
_ RHODESIAN. JAIL 


“pee BASIL DELAINE ° 
tt 5 obsnheb buts, 
swuars: going: on. behind the “grim :.20 
-feet-high | walls: of: '‘Khami ‘Prison, 
. .Soudlyern: ‘Rhodesia—the gaol -which: houses 


»\200-0dd ‘of: cy Heaeratonts: ee — 


sdetaimees(?e) be vei any 4 


“TL have’ received % Bn 
“detainee” ¢ on a “three? “foot-lo: strip’ of toilet 
paper ‘and’ smuggled’ out “of. the’ ‘prison— 
which alleges brutal dssiuits by white Prison 
officers. ’ 







The report, which says that Afrikaans- 
speaking warders refer to African detainees 
as “black Englishmen”. and “ kaffirs,” 


@ One detainee had to fight hard to pre- 
vent ,himself being thrown down a long 
flight of stairs in one of the cell blocks after 
he had queried the balance, of his cash de- 
posited in the prison safe... He was: punched 
and kicked by. high-ranking prison officials 
for some minutes. 


@ A _ detained § official of ‘the South 
Rhodesia’ African National Congress was 
placed in solitary confinement on a restricted 
diet. His “crime ” was that he caught red- 
handed ‘a white prison. warder tampering with 
a detainee’s food parcel, The ‘punishment 
was the officer’s way’ of intimidating the 
ANC man. 


The report claims that the feeling among 
detainees is that the play-it-rough treatment 
by prison officers is a deliberate policy of 
provocation, with the idea of inciting a riot 
so that the Government can justify the de- 
tention, of all those un-charged, un-tried 
men. | 





“ | ‘renounce war and | will never 


support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peece Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
| 6, Endsleigh Street - London, W.C.I 
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financed a_ substantial re-designing of the 
contents, to eliminate what applied only to 
Britain and to incorporate some new mate- 
rial (much of it from’PN sources). Texts 
mounted on interchangeable cards were pre- 
pared in four languages: French, German, 
Swedish and Dutch. The Campaign had 
promised a grant for a suitable vehicle, all 
of which could not in fact be provided, and 
at the last moment the. Hampstead group 
was compelled to purchase an ‘elderly ex- 
army truck and to face the certainty’ of ‘a 
great financial loss on re-sale: 


Thanks to this and other set-backs, the 
project was almost cancelled. Fortunately, 
too’ many other arrangements had been 
finalised for us to withdraw. Fortunately, 
because after ‘the first’ booking in Stockholm 
we were informed that the peace movement 
in Sweden: had not seen such a success in 30 
years. 

In Stockholm the exhibition was opened 
by Linus Pauling, who wrote in the visitors’ 


*“No One Will Escape,” translated by 
Richard Graves; Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 
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A. brief, hastily-organised showing in 
Geneva’ was followed by the longest show- 
ing of the tour,’ in Brussels. The munici- 
pality had donated a large stand in the giant 
annual Food Fair (held in the exhibition 
halls on the 1958 World Fair ‘site) to the 
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bility, that truly inspires confidence. 

They hope, and we hope, that the. new 
European Federation can truly be welded 
together by actions of this_kind, | Radio- 
active fall-out doesn’t recognise international 
frontiers; nor must we. 








LETTERS TO 


CMD policy 


F. we look back over Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament policy statements 
which have been revised from time to time, 
we find it stated that the Campaign declares 
‘“ Britain must: make it clear that whatever 
agréements ‘may or may not be reached, 


‘with as many nations as possible, but if 


necessary on her own, she will renounce un- 
conditionally the use and production of 
nuclear weapons, by herself or in her own 
defence.” . Unilateralists. have not taken 
much notice of those two words “ if neces- 
sary,” which make the policy statements 
vague enough to mean almost anything. 


If you heard Bertrand Russell in Trafal- 
gar Square, or listened to prominent mem- 
bers of London Region at their conference, 
you will know that they are stressing that 
multilateral disarmament is preferable to 
unilateral disarmament (three is better than 
one). 


But if the propaganda of CND is con- 
cerned with informing people of the horrors 
of nuclear war and tests, and if the Cam- 
paign believes that reliance on nuclear 
weapons is morally wrong, then they should 
not say, in effect, “ we shall get rid of our 
bomb if other countries do the same” (the 
Government line). An agreement is just 
this, and it can be invalidated if one 
country breaks the agreement, and it would 
be conditional on effective inspection— 
which is impossible—and control. An agree- 
ment can be used so that the three powers 
can join together to make underground tests, 
as Selwyn Lloyd suggests. An agreement is 
not binding on France or any other poten- 
tial nuclear power. 

So let the real unilateralists in the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament seek to per- 
suade first their ‘‘ multilateral agreement ” 
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Campaign colleagues to get tid of those 
words “if necessary,” and then we shall 
really be able to “stand four square for 
nuclear disarmament by Great. Britain, un- 
conditionally,” as stated in the Executive 
statement. in -CND’s June. bulletin.— 
DOROTHY H. BARASI, 45 Twyford Ave., 
London, N.2. 


Wer on Want 


AS readers will know, from: Olwen Bat- 

‘ tersby’s recent letter and your leader on 
November 6, the activity of War on Want 
in Britain is increasing. 

The purpose of this letter ispto invite any 
readers who are interested toa meeting at 
2 p.m..on December 5 at Friends House, 
Euston Road, to discuss the formation of a 
national youth committee for War on Want. 
This meeting has the support of leading 
members of both the Federation of War on 
Want Groups and War on Want Ltd. Our 
aim will be to set up not just another com- 
mittee but working groups which will con- 
centrate on particular fields such as schools, 
youth clubs, medical and nursing, political 
parties and so on. 

This committee will also need local con- 
tacts and we shall be very glad to hear from 
anyone who would be able to approach 
local organisations in his or her area on our 
behalf—FRANK LEES, Clerk Young 
Quaker War on Want Committee, 8 Western 
Ave. Reading. 


‘Cemmentary’ 


OUR contributor, Roy Sherwood, anti- 
cipates “more brickbats than hallelu- 
jahs ” for his comments on Labour Policy. 

Judging from the general tone of the con- 
tributions on political matters which appear 
in Peace News, I think his anticipation is 
probably correct. 

I, therefore, hasten to utter a hallelujah 
to him, 

For a long time now I have only con- 
tinued my subscription to Peace News be- 
cause it is the only pacifist weekly that we 
have, If Roy Sherwood will continue to 
contribute I shall subscribe because I wish 
to read his articles —H. N. HORNE, Assing- 
ton, Suffolk, 


sO Wat the Government can justily the de- 
tention, of all those un-charged, un-tried 
men... ; 





“| renounce war and | will never 


support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peece Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
| 6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.! 
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American Quaker Jim Bristol, recently 


returned from India. writes on 
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Phe Land Gift Movement 


as I saw it 


ANY pacifists seem to me to have a -Sentiia es picture of Vinoba Bhave 


* and the Bhoodan-Gramdan Movement.* 


Certainly, viewed against my 


observations ‘during ‘the ‘past two years, I had such a romanticiséd picture when 
I reached India. The Movement is not sweeping the country in the way that I 
had been Jed to, believe... It is not solving the land reform problem and is ‘not 
producing the sizeable economic revolution that [ had been led to anticipate. 


In many ways the movement ‘is apart 
from the main stream of Indian ‘life and 
development today. The Second and Third 
Five-Year: Plans, put a strong emphasis .on 
large-scale industrial _ development along 
Western lines: For weeks at a time there 
may be no mention of Vinoba Bhave in the 
English language papers. Moreover, Vinoba 
has by no means reached the goals which hé¢ 
set for the donation of land. True, he has 
received about 5,000,000 acres—certainly a 
remarkable achievement—but the goal which 
he hoped to reach by the end of 1959 is 
50,000,000 acres, and clearly the movement 
will fall far short of. that. 


Still another negative fact that must be 
borne in mind is that a great deal of the 
land that has been donated is, unusable for 
agricultural purposes. Of course, the reason 
for this failure lies partially—but only par- 
tially—in the fact that Vinoba has shifted 
his emphasis, and is now asking far more 
vigorously for entire villages to become 
Gramdan than for individuals to donate 
land, 

Nehru’s visit 

By way of contradiction it must be said 
that Vinoba Bhave is deeply revered all 
over India and is influential to a degree 
even in the highest circles. In. December, 
1958, Mr.» Nehru. spent two days with 
Vinoba, and this meant that the Prime Min- 
ister, not the Bhoodan leader, travelled 


approximately 600 miles in each direction to | 


keép the appointment. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
President of India, and -other''of India’s 
leaders similarly turn to him for advice and 
counsel, 

In a very real sense these people are in 
the grip of a.schizophrenia which, means 
that lip service to the way of Vinoba Bhave 
is a very sincere lip service.on their part, if 
that in itself is not ‘a contradiction in terms. 
The impact of their daily considerations 


mawvac.tham away tram >naunnortina) Gram- 


This is in spite of the fact that, at times | 


after weeks of silence, Vinoba Bhave is men- 
tioned in the press and even on occasion 
given front-page publicity. Certainly also 
it should be borne in mind that large groups 
come to welcome him each day as he enters 
a village or town and gather again in the 
afternoon for his Pree address and prayer 
meeting. 

Donald Groom, British Quaker, who has 
been intimately associated with Vinoba 
Bhave for some years, has told me that 1957 
was the year of great promise and great 
expectations. for the movement, Donald 
went to England early that year on home 
leave and returned at the beginning of 
November expecting to find the movement 
sweeping the country in a very tangible way. 
He was disappointed to find that this was 
not happening. In addition, Vinoba Bhave 
decided at the end of the year that the 
Bhoodan workers should gain their support 
directly from the people. This decision 
posed a very serious problem for workers 
with families dependent upon them. The 
result was that the number of workers 
shrank very perceptibly. 

Vinoba_ Bhave is obviously a very 
different leader from Mahatma Gandhi. He 
does not possess the organising genius of 
Gandhi, and because he does not follow up 
on details as Gandhi did, many things are 
done in his name of which he probably does 
not approve. Someone is needed to provide 
hard-headed organisational leadership for 
the movement. Many had thought that 
Jayaprakash Narayan,.. erstwhile | Praja 
Socialist Party leader who gave up partisan 
politics several years ago to join the Bhoo- 
dan movement, would fill this need, but he 
is not doing so. Jayaprakash seems hesitant 
to accept a position of leadership himself. 
He has publicly disavowed any thought of 
being considered a national Sarvodaya 
leader, though'in practice it is quite impos- 
sible for him to escape such a role. 





Listening to Vinoba Bhave., 


Gramdan. This means in turn that it is not. 
necessary to distribute Bhoodan land to in- 
dividuals; the donated land can be turned 
over to the village as a whole. Even this 
has not been done in too many cases, 


As with Bhoodan, so with Gramdan, The 
decision of a village to become Gramdan 
has often not been implemented, A village 
is moved when Vinoba passes that way to 
become Gramdan, Perhaps six months later 
a Gramdan worker enters the village. Often 
he is accosted with the question: “ Did we 
decide to become a Gramdan village? We 
cannot remember.” 

Now Vinoba’s vision has moved from 
Gramdan to Shanti Sena (the peace army), 
with his emphasis upon developing Sarvo- 
daya Patra (the handful of grain)} as the 
sole means of support for the Shanti Sevaks 
(peace soldiers), Certainly each fresh 
Vinoba Bhave insight is essential to the 
building of a new and decent society, but 
there is a tragic weakness.in the fact.that 
the last step is left to such a large degree 
undeveloped and unimplemented. before the 
next step is taken, 


tSarvodaya Patra involves the placing of 
an earthenware jar in each co-operating 
home. The youngest child in the family 
places a handful of grain each mealtime in 
the jar, and the accumulated grain. is col- 
lected periodically by Sarvodaya. workers. 
This grain is to be the sole source of their 
support, An ever increasing number of 


Photo : Frank Horvat. 


Many Sarvodaya workers are deeply con- 


cerned about this new situation. When I 
talked to Jayaprakash’ Narayan in April he 
felt that the time had come to consolidate 
the advances already made. Nominal 
Gramdan villages must become Gramdan in 
reality. Many perplexing problems that can 
be worked out only by painstaking efforts in 
local situations must be faced and resolved 
in practice. ‘Otherwise so much of the 
movement becomes mere words and 
preaching. 


A real division 


Jayaprakash at the same time said that 
others in the movement felt that it would 
be impossible to develop Gramdan villages 
successfully when they were but islands in a 
competitive society. Therefore, it was neces- 
sary to win many more communities to 
Gramdan before spending too much time 
on the implementation of the idea, From 
my observations I would support 100 per 
cent Jayaprakash’s point of view, but there 
is a real division in the movement. 


One more comment might be made about 
the direction in. which Vinoba Bhave is 
moving, at present, Some feel that he is 
becoming increasingly a preacher and a pro-. 
claimer of the ideal, moving away from the 
practical application of his. beliefs. His 
present insistence upon workers receiving 
their support solely from grain donated by 
the people is one evidence of this. 
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By way of contradiction it must be said 
that Vinoba Bhave is deeply revered all 
over India and is influential to a degree 
even in the highest circles. In. December, 
1958, Mr. Nehru. spent. two. days with 
Vinoba, and this meant that the Prime Min- 
ister, not the Bhoodan leader, travelled 


approximately 600 miles in each direction to | 


keép the appointment. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
President of India, and other'‘of India’s 
leaders similarly turn to him for advice and 
counsel, 

Ina very real sense these people are in 
the grip of a.schizophrenia which means 
that lip service to the way of Vinoba Bhave 
is a very sincere lip service on their part, if 
that in itself is not a contradiction in terms. 
The impact of their daily considerations 
moves them away from supporting Gram- 
dan and Bhoodan with a major portion of 
their time and energy and ability, 
devoted instead to the large-scale industrial 
development of their country. 

Many thoughtful Indians say frankly that 
Bhoodan and Gramdan and ‘the :develop- 
ment of a Sarvodaya society} are the ideals 
only of a minority, while the main stream 
of Indian life moves in another direction. 


*Bhoodan: Gift of land, by landholders, 
and to be distributed’ among landless; 
Gramdan: Village gift, gift of an entire 
village to be held and worked co-opera- 
tively by all inhabitants. Vinoba Bhave is 
the spiritual leader of the movement. 


+A society based on sacrificial and loving 
service to people in need, 


which is » 


Vinoba bnhave 1S obviously a_ very 
different leader from Mahatma Gandhi. He 
does not possess the organising genius of 
Gandhi, and because he does not follow up 
on details as Gandhi did, many things are 
done in his name of which he probably does 
not approve. Someone is needed to provide 
hard-headed organisational leadership for 
the movement. Many had thought that 
Jayaprakash Narayan,.. erstwhile | Praja 
Socialist Party leader who gave up. partisan 
politics several years ago to join the Bhoo- 
dan movement, would fill this need, but he 
is not doing so. Jayaprakash seems hesitant 
to accept a position of leadership himself. 
He has publicly disavowed any thought of 
being considered a national Sarvodaya 
leader, though'in practice it is quite impos- 
sible for him to escape such a role. 


Need for leadership 


Either individual or group leadership 
along organisational lines is very badly 
needed if the movement is not to wander 
off into the realm of theorisation and ideal- 
istic discussion, unrelated to immediate 
practical achievements in helping to solve 
India’s pressing. social and economic pro- 
blems, Acharya Kripalani’s (Praja Socialist 
Party leader) criticism is impossible to 
answer; though he is in agreement with the 
idealism and many of the principles of the 
movement, he points out that eight years of 
Bhoodan have done nothing measurable to 
increase food production. The majority of 
the land donated has never been distributed. 
Vinoba has gone on to introduce the idea of 





daya Patra (the. ‘handful of grain){} as ‘the 
sole means of support for the Shanti Sevaks 
(peace soldiers), Certainly each fresh 
Vinoba Bhave insight is essential to the 
building of a new and decent society, but 
there is a tragic weakness.in the fact. that 
the last step is left to such a large degree 
undeveloped and unimplemented. before the 
next step is taken, 
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tSarvodaya Patra involves the placing of 
an earthenware jar in each co-operating 
home, The youngest child in the family 
places a handful of grain each mealtime in 
the jar, and the accumulated grain. is col- 
lected periodically by Sarvodaya. workers. 
This grain is to be the sole. source of their 
support, An ever increasing number of 
Sarvodaya Patra vessels appear to be 
accepted into Indian .homes, but the. plan 
also involves a host of problems. The grain 
donated is not of a.uniform kind or quality. 
The collection of. the grain requires con- 
siderable time which cannot then be devoted 
to constructive efforts. The question also 
arises as to whether the grain should: be sold 
in order to provide for other needs and re- 
quirements of the workers, Moreover, it is 
very difficult to sell grain of uneven kind 
and quality, and the transactions involved 
increase the amount of the worker's time 
consumed simply in securing his own sup- 
port. The feeling now is that women should 
devote themselves to the collection and sale 
of the grain, thus liberating the workers for 
more creative tasks. Obviously, practical 
difficulties remain to be worked out. 
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successfully when they were but islands in a 
competitive society. Therefore, it was neces- 
sary to win many more communities to 
Gramdan before spending too much time 
on the implementation of the idea. From 
my observations I would support 100 per 
cent Jayaprakash’s point of view, but there 
is a real division in the movement. 


One more comment might be made about 
the direction in. which Vinoba Bhave is 
moving, at present. Some feel that he is 
becoming increasingly a preacher and a pro-. 
claimer of the ideal, moving away from the 
practical application of his. beliefs, His 
present insistence upon workers receiving 
their support solely from grain donated by 
the people is one evidence of this. 


Donald Groom feels that Vinoba is. not to: 
lead a movement that. will have sweeping 
practical results in the immediate scene, but 
that if Vinoba were to live for ten more 
years he might develop and lead a move- 
ment so deeply rooted, so spiritually moti- 
vated, and so sacrificially implemented that 
it would be far more revolutionary than 
anything we can comprehend or envisage to- 
day. Literally it would shake the world be- 
cause of its total unwillingness to compro- 
mise with the world even in the ways in 
which non-violent movements generally 
have compromised thus far in human ex- 
perience, 


yx Extracted by permission of The Friends 
Quarterly from the full report appear- 


ing in the October issue of that 
journal, 
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Buck3 th ess 
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orem required. 
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rocklehurst, 6+ pansies St.; W.C.1, 

JF YOU. SHOP, a Co- -op, please ae this 
number when making "yebe next purchase: 1336943. 
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the Secretary, Peace, “News, 5, Caledonian -Road, 
“London, N.1. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other’ countries without vac- 
‘cination ° certificates. ». Further information’ from 
National -Anti- Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

LEICESTER & DISTRICT, For Painting and 
Decorating ring Anstey 3211... Stan Cotterill, 
L.T.B.D.. 33 Sports Rd., Glenfield, Leicester: 

‘THREE NEW’:FILMS for C.N'D: and Pacifist 
‘Groups now ,available. Send..for list. Nuclear, Dis- 
armament Newsreel Committee, 154 Corbyn. St., 


WAR. RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air mail 
covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park’ Av., ee 
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Kenya: No Emergency— 


but no freedom > 


By Fenner Brockway, MP chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


WE welcome, of course, the withdrawal of many of the Emergency Powers which have 
been in force in Kenya. They should have been withdrawn before, but Mr. Lennox- 
Boyd, when Colonial Secretary, declined our appeals to do so. Now there is a new Colonial 


Secretary and a new Governor, and we hope for something a little better. 
The restrictions which:are to be withdrawn show how severe has been the denial of 


liberty during the last: seven years. 
longer to be proscribed, and printing presses 
will be freed from licensing. The Kikuyu 
will not have to carry passbooks when they 
leave their reserve, and will not. be forced 
to live only in government-sponsored vil- 
lages, Forced labour will be abolished. | 


Four thousand persons are now in prison 
or detained, Within two months the num- 
ber will be reduced to 1,000. 


‘All this is good, ‘though belated, but 
dangerous ‘powers''to deny freedom persist. 
Officials will still have authority to prohibit 
meetings. and the Governor can still out- 
law - political organisations. So far the 
Africans have not-been allowed a national 
party and the Kenya Independence Move- 
ment, led by ‘Tom Mboya, has been refused 
registration, The Governor’ has expressed 
the hope that he will not have to proscribe 
meetings and Parties, but whilst the power 
remains there is always the prospect that if 
‘African political activity becomes incon- 
venient it will be shut down. 


ath 750 still detained 


_.Even after the coming releases, there will 


. still be 750 Africans detained, or. restricted 


in, Movement, , They. are. supposed to be the 
“hard core” of Mau Mau, but the worst 
feature of the detention system in’ Kenya 


sis) thatét penalises.the best as well as the 


- worst, The aim is, to secure confessions, 
which,’ when made; vhelp to;open the,.door 
from the detention camp, to a rehabilitation’ 
centre and to later release.. The temptation 
is, of course, to confess, whether guilty or 
innocent, but men’ of ‘principle will not do 
this.: 


I think 4s ‘Y write of Achieng Oneko, who 
was tried, with Jomo_ Kenyatta and ‘acquitted 


servants, are, in prison for serious ‘offences. 


Detention without trial is to end. Newspapers are no 


of any responsibility for Mau Mau, I know 
Achieng, a gentle and cultured soul, who 
would never endorse viciousness or ob- 
scenity. He has resisted all the pressures 
to confess and has been in detention and 
restriction for seven years. 


There is ex-Senior Chief Koinange, a 
rarely beautiful character; He, too, was 
acquitted on a Mau Mau charge, but was 
arrested as he left the court and has been 
in prison or detained ever since 1952, He is 
now over 90’ and is‘a dying man, but the 
‘Kenya Government and the .Colonial Office 
have refused to allow him to go home, 


These are two of the detainees of whom 
I know. I have no doubt there are others 
equally free from violence.’ It: will be a 
scandal if they are‘ not: included in the 
amnesty now announced, 

I addition to.the 750 detainees not to be 
released; there are 120 prisoners held to be 
“deeply imbued with Mau Mau,” They are 
to be transferred from :gaol to detention 
camp, and will not be released until they 
have gone through the process of confession 


and rehabilitation to release. 


Six‘ “loyalist Africans. or Government 
AREY are to be, released without confessions 


rehabilitation, But the. court _proceed- 


— at their trials showed that some of 
ugly race - 


them . were indoctrinated with 


‘hatred. 


Finalise there is Jomo Kenyatta He has 
concluded his seven, years’ ;sentence. of 
imprisonment, but he is still detained, with 
no prospect of release. In many minds there 
is doubt whether ‘Jomio was responsible for 
“Mau Mau and his long record of service 
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makes him regarded as leader among ae 
all sections of Africans. 

One cannot help contrasting the treat- 
ment of Kenyatta with the treatment. of 
Nazi criminals in Germany who have not 
only been liberated but occupy posts of 
honour. 


There is still a question, mark over 
Kenya’s future. London and Nairobi are 
making, concessions. Will..they be big 


enough and soon enough? The answer will 
be given at the Constitutional Conference to 
be held in London in January. 


Congo crisis 


There is‘ space only to add a_ postscript 
on the ‘citical situation in’ Belgian. Congo. 
Here the Belgians have made concessions 
which would’ have been thought incredible 
two years. ago, ‘but events show- that, it is 
uncertain now. whether they will be ih 
to satisfy African determination, 

The ‘struggle is complicated by: cross- 
currents between Africans who desire free- 
dom on a tribal basis, both within Congo 
and*across its frontiers, and those who aim 
at freedom on the basis of the present 
Congo State. The solution may Be ‘federa- 
tion, 


Lumumba, the -leader of the Guipolese 
National: Movement, has béen imprisoned. 
Will’ this prove, as in} so many colonies; a 
passport to Premiership? PARE, 

. The conflict is Ruanda-Urundi is not so 
shubh. a tribal war as a revolt by slaves 
The Bahutu, the over- 
whelming majority, are serfs of a compara- 
tively few Watutsi overlords. As this Trus- 
teeship territory advances to independence, 
safeguards. of personal freedom. must be 


eK Si a 


established. 


Copyright in India a Ajote peueia to 
author... .. ' 


Jn OER ELROE eSB eHHbaKe 
Tomorrow (Saturday) at 3 pm 
PEACE NEWS 





Groups now ,available. Send.for list.. Nuclear: Dis- 
armament Newsreel Committee, 154 Corbyn . St., 
N.4 F ; 
WAR. RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
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the. annual get-together and 
present-buying spree for readers, : 
their families and friends. 


at Claremont Central Mission, 
Pentonville Rd., N.1 


(1 min. from Angel Station, 5 

mins, King’s Cross, buses 38, 73, 
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Prisoners for Peace 


ECEMBER 1 is “ Prisoners for Peace 

Day,” and next week Peace News 
will publish the known names and ad- 
dresses of war resisters all over the world 
who will be spending Christmas in gaol. 
- Im addition to the“ Prisoners for 
Peace”? March to the United Nations 
headquarters in the USA, announced in 
.Peace News last week, there will be a 
poster parade in London. on Saturday, 
November 28, at 3 p.m. in support of the 
Day.  Paraders. will assemble at. Dick 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh, St., at 3 p.m. 
and walk to Manette St. (Foyle’s corner, 
Charing Cross Rd.) for an open-air meet- 
ing at 4 p.m.. Speakers there..will be 
-Harry Marsh, Sybil Morrison and Myrtle 
Solomon. Poster paraders will give out. 
leaflets explaining the reason for Prisoners 
for Peace Day. ges 






~ WOULD NOT STAY. SILENT 


rPHERE is no doubt that the conscientious 
~~ objectors imprisoned in World War I 
were responsible for a great move forward 
in penal reform, the Secretary of ‘the 
National Association of Probation Officers, 
Frank Dawtry, told a conference recently. 

The COs “were able.to express. their 
opinions, organise. activities, and show the 
prison ‘staff, even,: that men. could: be 
handled without the .old ideas that the staff 
had been brought up on.’ 


Despite the’“‘silence-” rule in force at the 
time, COs, as was to be expected from ‘those 
who went into prison with a’ clear con- 
science and for something they believed to 
be right, stood up to those in authority. and 
exposed weaknesses in the’ prison system. 

After the war there was a great outcry 
for an enquiry into: the prison system, but 


NEW PARTY TO OPPOSE 
SWEDISH A-BOMB 


Swift action against Labour rebels 


From BJOERN HALLSTROEM (right) 


TP'HOSE OPPOSED TO SWEDEN . BECOMING AN ”ATOMIC- 

ARMED NEUTRAL” WITH ITS OWN NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
HAVE FOUNDED A NEW POLITICAL PARTY, THE “ PROGRES- 
SIVE UNION,” WHICH MAY BECOME A FACTOR IN SWEDISH 


POLITICAL LIFE. 


There has, for about a year, been a lively discussion in Sweden about the 
demand for a Swedish atomic bomb; a demand raised by the General 
Staff with powerful support from certain circles in the (ruling) Socialist, as 


well as the Conservative and Liberal parties. 


Their argument is that while 


most other European countries are members of NATO and therefore protected 


by the American and British A-bombs, 
Sweden is outside all pacts and there- 
fore ‘‘ needs ’’ a bomb of its own. 


The Communist Party has opposed the 
A-bomb conditionally. The Agrarian party 
has avoided committing itself. 


There has, at the same: time, been. a 
strong agitation inside the Socialist and 
Liberal-parties against atomic bombs. These 
opponents have co-ordinated their efforts in 
the “Swedish Action Group against ‘the 
Swedish Atom Bomb” (AMSA). 


. The Socialist Party of Sweden, like the 
British Labour Party, has been split on 
the question, Many local party organisa- 
. tions have demanded that no atomic 
bombs should be manufactured or tested. 
There has also been a split in the Liberal 
party, The con-conformist wing opposed 
the bomb at the latest conference of Young 
“Liberals and forced a lengthy debate, The 
majority of the conference was, however, 
in favour of Swedish atomic armaments. 


The Government has so far avoided taking 
sides, It is, however, feared that they will 
ask Parliament for a. grant’ in. the. next 
budget (to. be presented in January) for 
research into the possibilities of a Svessn 
atomic bomb.» by 


Among the foundation members of the 
Progressive ‘Union are Liberals, Agrarians 
and Socialists. ‘They declare that they want 
to remain loyal to their parties, and that 
they will stand as. candidates in the elec- 


tions as “ Progressive Liberals,” “ Progres- 
.. Sive Agrarians, ” and “Progressive 
Socialists.” 


' They also’ visualise’ the inclusion. of 
“ Progressive Conservatives ” and “ Progres- 
sivé’ Communists.” ‘They refuse,: however, 
from. the beginning, any alliance with the 


.Communists, and the. Party manifesto comes 


out strongly against the Communists and 
their ideology, but stresses at the same time 
the necessity for co-existence between the 


Communist and the non-Communist worlds. ; 


The Progressive Union visualises 
Sweden: in’ the role of ‘a “Red Cross 
nation,” ~ mediating between warring 
nations and carrying out peaceful ves 
in under-developed ° countries, 


The Progressive Union declares further- 
more that the whole discussion about 
nationalisation or private enterprise is ‘use- 
less, as long as all are in danger of being 
obliterated by the atomic bomb, “ We must 
first see to it that there is something left for 
nationalisation or for. private enterprise.” 
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‘perts “had believed, : 
‘Sweden ‘has therefore been’ very high for 





and were forced to withdraw. 


There. is, 
however, ‘already a strong wing inside ‘the 
Socialist Party in favour of the aims of the 
Union, 


The chairman of the new Party is Mr. 
Bertil Svahnstrém, editor of “ Freden,” 
who took part at the international con- 
ference of European nuclear disarmament 
organisations in London last winter.’ Other 
foundation members are Mrs. Barbro Alving 
who was recently in prison for conscientious 
objection against civil defence, and an active 
army officer, Captain Jacobsson, 





H-DUST IN SWEDEN 


From a Correspondent, 


a Research Institute of the Swedish 
armed forces has published, in co-opera- 
tion with the Radiophysics Institute, the 
results of an investigation into the effects of 
the large Russian tests. with. “dirty * H- 
bombs last autumn in the Arctic Sea, 
The ashes from these’ tests came down to 
earth much quicker’ than international ex- 
and. Radioactivity in 


several months, although it is now. decreas: 
ing again. Similar measurements have been 
made in Norway, 

They show that most of the radio-actiye 
dust ‘particles. inthe atmosphere are coming 
down to earth within six to eight months 
after the test. 

Though the general radio-activity, is now 
decreasing, there is still a large amount, of 
the Cesium 137 in the human body. 

There was, at the beginning of. the year, 
a large amount of Cesium 137 and Stron- 
tium 90 in the milk, as well as last spring 

“an uncomfortably large amount of A- 
bomb radiation.” 

The hope ‘is: expressed ‘that ‘this amount 
will now decrease, “ provided no. hew tests 
take place.” ; v 
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National Association of Probation Officers, 
Frank Dawtry, told a conference recently. 

The COs “were able to express. their 
opinions, organise. activities, and show the 
prison: ‘staff, even,: that men. could. be 
handled without the old ideas that the staff 
had been brought: up on.’ 


Despite the “‘silence-” rule in force at the 
time, COs; as was to be expected from ‘those 
who went into prison with a clear con- 
science and for something they believed to 
be right, stood up to those: in authority. and 
exposed weaknesses in the’ prison system. 

After the war there was a great outcry 
for an enquiry into: the prison system, but 
it was turned down.. So the COs made their 
own enquiries, and Stephen Hobhouse and 
Fenner Brockway published. their report 
“ Prison To-day,” which was an unanswer- 
cable indictment of the system. 

Frank Dawtry was speaking on “ Penal 
Practice in a Changing Society—Past, pre- 
sent and Future,” to a conference organised 
by the North and East Midlands a 
Pledge Union. 
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GERMAN. LEFT IN 
RETREAT 


\HE West. German Socialist Party 

decided’ last Saturday, for the first 
time in 100 years, to include in its pro- 
gramme an acknowledgement of the 
“ need ’?.for military preparations. 


An attempt by the pacifist wing at the 
Party's specially called congress in Bad 


Godesberg: to: ignore. the matter was t- 4 


feated by 320 votes to 20. 


A motion . committing » the Party to 
opposing, , “ national. service’ was also. de- 


feated, and “a clause.’ demandirig ‘the, with- — 


drawal of foreign troops from Germany 
nullified’ at..the: last. minuté, by ‘the addition 
** after Qeemany has been reunited in 
freedom.” 

The talk? file of the Party, The Times’ 
correspondent reported; “ have consented to 


follow their leaders in the: retreat from the - 


Left, though there is pain and some un- 
happy soul-searching in the process.” 

The Executive’s draft programme, 
which the. retreat was embodied,” 
accepted “nearly without amendment.” 

“Time and again delegates appealed for 
clearer statements, seeming lost without the 
old familiar battle cries ringing in their 
ears.” 


“ in 
was 
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the question, Many local party organisa- 

_ tions have demanded that no atomic 
bombs should be manufactured or tested. 
There has also been a split in the Liberal 
party. The ‘con-conformist wing opposed 
the bomb at the latest conference of Young 

‘ Liberals and forced a lengthy debate. The 
majority of the conference was, however, 
in favour of Swedish atomic armaments. 


The Government has so far avoided taking 
sides, It is, however, feared that they will 
ask Parliament for a grant 'in the next 
budget (to be presented in January) for 
research into the possibilities of a Swedish 
atomic bomb. wy % 


This ‘Has brought the debate. to another 
level. AMSA has decided to oppose the 
plans on the political plane and has there- 
fore founded. the new party, 


It declares, in its manifesto, that “ they 
are no party of the traditional type.” They 
don‘t want: to! fight the traditional parties, 
but only to give them “a super-structure 
and an orientation which conforms better to 
the demands of our time.” 





CAMPAIGN 
CORNER 






OMORROW a young Anglican clergy- 

~ man will unveil a plaque at 5 Cale- 
donian Road and dedicate to work for 
peace a building which his splendid gener- 
osity has enabled Peace News to acquire, 
and’ to: which many other friends have 
contributed. The official opening of our 
new offices and our Housmans Bookshop - 
will be attended. by. many well-known 
pacifists. From many parts of the world 
“there will come’ ‘messages’ of ’ encourage- 
‘ment and unity’ with us in our crucially 
important task of promoting the true road 


to a peaceful society set in, a co-operative . 


world, 


Thus will be realised a long cherished hope 


of advancement in our work, a centrally 


situated headquarters for the paper and 
ity many activities, a modern: bookshop 
on a busy main street where all our liter- 
ature, good books in general and our 
Endsleigh Greeting Cards can be effect- 
ively displayed for the public, and for our 
friends, 
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Communist and the non- -Communist worlds, ‘ 


The Progressive Union visualises 
Sweden’ in’ the role of a “Red Cross 
nation,” ~ mediating between warring 
nations and carrying out peaceful ware. 
in under-developed | countries, 


The Progressive Union declares further- 
more that the whole discussion about 
nationalisation or private enterprise is ‘use- 
less, as long as all are in danger of being 
obliterated by the atomic bomb, “ We must 
first see to it that there is something left for 
RasiooReanon or for. private enterprise.” 


“ Most Swedish newspapers did not believe 
that the Progressive Union could ‘succeed. 
However, a Gallup poll was’ published’ a 
few days after the founding of the Union, 
showing ‘that’ 51 per, cent of the) Swedish 
people opposed the ‘atomic bomb, 


The Socialists who took part in the foun- 
dation of the Progressive Union were imme- 
diately threatened by expulsion from the 
Socialist Party for having opposed the Party 
line, They were subjected to heavy, pressure 


New house—new. heart 


Make 5 Caledonian Road (just two minutes 
from, King’s Cross) your personal centre 

. in London, We shall be very happy to 
welcome you there and to help you to 
carry out the movement’s work, Dora 
Dawtry continues her devoted service in 
the new Bookshop, assisted by ‘Peter: Dod- 
son; others will be available to serve ‘in 
other ways, ; 


Standing out across ‘the front of the’ build- 
ing in two-foot high letters is: our title 

' & Peace News." °°’ It challenges. us all in the 
coming weeks ‘and months to see that our 
cause stands out ‘équally conspicuously. all 
over ‘Britain, and ‘an many one of the 
world. ; 


From our new centre we send. out a.call for 

_mew workers, for readers who, week in 
and week out, will plod on steadily and 
hopefully with an ever increasing cam- 
paign of peace education through an ever 
growing circulation of Peace News, 


Take new heart from our new house, Give 
us a great send off by sending in your 
offer of practical help now. 

H,. F, M. 


dust particles. in the atmosphere are coming 
down to earth within six to eight months 
after the test. 

Though the general radio-activity, is now 
decreasing, there is still a large amount. of 
the Cesium 137 in the human body. 

There was, at the beginning of, the year, 
a large amount of Cesium 137 and Stron- 
tium 90 in the milk, as well as last spring 

“an uncomfortably large amount of A- 
bomb radiation.” 

The hope ‘is: expressed ‘that ‘this amount 
will now decrease, “‘ provided no new tests 
take place.” ‘ 3 





See present orem erat 


Brietly 


“Many Algerian refugees will surely die 
during the bitter winter months,” Henry 
J. Cadbury, chairman of the American 
Friends Service Committee (Quakers), said 
in Philadelphia this month, when asking 
for 100,000 blankets for immediate use in 
Tunisia and Morocco, Dr, Rita Morgan, 
AFSC field director in. North Africa, said 
the Algerian refugees are in far worse 
condition than those she worked with 
previously, in the Gaza strip. and Greece. 


The International Voluntary Service hopes 
to raise funds for World Refugee Year by 
organising a group of Carol Singers this 
Christmas. Anybody who can follow a 
simple tune and would like to help in 
this. activity .should. .contact» Beverly 
Shalders, c/o IVS, 72 Oakley oe N.W.1 

+ (BUS, 3195), 


NEXT ‘WEEK’S PN. 


wtll be a Christmas 
beok. corsem bor bs 


HUGH PANSON FAUSSET ‘teviews F, A. 
Lea’s biography of John ‘Middleton 
_ Murry, 

APRIL CARTER reviews ‘Wayland Young's 
“ Stratégy For Survival.” 


LESLIE HALE, MP, reviews “Dawn in 


Nyasaland,” by Guy, Clutton-Brock, 
GEOFFREY CARNALL 
Kirkup’s poems, - 
JACK SHEPHERD reviews Middleton 
Murry’s “Not as the Scribes,” and 


MARY RAY writes about this year’s Chil- 
dren’s books. 


reviews James 
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